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THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE 
QF THE UNITED, STATES, WITHIN THE MEANING. OF TITLE 18, SECTIONS 793 
AND 794, OF THE U, S,CQDE, AS AMENDED, !TS TRANSMISSION OR REVEL- 
ATION OF ITS CONTENTS TO. OR RECEIPT. BY AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON 
IS PROHIBITED BY LAW. " THE- REPRODUCTION OF THIS FORM IS PROHIBITED. 


THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


uy ferkuria, headed by General 
3 = . ee ear eT B at U obecniho dom 3, was 

founded in 1949 at the instigation of Evazen Loebl, then Deputy Minister 
of Foreign Trade, The company was placed directly under the autherity of 
the Minister of Foreign Trade, Antonin Gregor. 


2, After espionage accusations were levelled in late 1949 or early 1950 
- against Leebld, whese present whereahouta are unknown, steps were taken 

to liquidate the company on the grounds that Loebl had made use ef 
Merkuria for personal gain, No more orders have been accepted by 
Merkuria Since the beginning of August, and a mere 30 employees mare 
file retained after the end of August for the purpose of completing 
current correspondence. * It is anticipated that the company will be 
completely liquidated by the end of 1951. 11 current business has been 
transferred to the individual Czech firms initiating the foreign contacts, ** 


25X1 7 In August 1951 there were 150 persons employed by Merkurie, 


[ss—i‘sCd S”AFLi'eedd the dissolution of Merkuria. 
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